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After consulting the Authorities of the United Provinces
and the Punjab, as to our success in this kind of work,
Sir Harold had come to the conclusion that the agency
of The Salvation Army would be more effective in
reforming the Tribes than that of the Police. It was pro-
posed, therefore, to gather together and intern about
1,000 of these tribesmen in the neighbourhood of Bezwada,
on the bank of the river Krishna. A deserted railway
settlement, previously known as Sitanagaram, and renamed
by us Sainyapuram, or Armytown, with several bungalows,
and about one hundred acres of land, was placed at our
disposal in December 1912. In the neighbourhood were
extensive stone quarries where the men, women and children
could all be employed, the stone being required by the
railway which ran through the Settlement, and for numerous
district roads. Several canals converged at this point,
supplying barge-transportation, and Bezwada was a
junction for many railways, and could ultimately absorb
much of their labour as they became reformed.
We encountered many difficulties. The tribe was
nomadic, and resented internment, nor did they like the work
in the quarries, their chief objection being that it was not
nearly so remunerative as their hereditary employment of
theft and robbery. Moreover, the work was undoubtedly
haid, and they were paid by results, -the amount quarried
being measured. In fact, they objected to everything.
Even the six hundred donkeys which they brought with
them entered into the spirit of their non-co-operatmg
masters. They had been accustomed to carry heavy
loads of salt, which served as a blind when their masters
were on their raids, but to cany stone was distinctly
beneath their dignity, and when so loaded they would
simply lie down and rid themselves of their burdens*
Nor could the donkeys see any reason for refraining from
browsing along the railway line. When a train came
in sight, they would simply turn their backs to it and
kick, a proceeding which, needless to say, resulted ifi
numerous fatalities.
The settlers objected most strongly of all to The
Salvation Army religious services. They complained-to
Government that we were trying to make them change